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SUBJECT: LOS: PRESIDENTIAL LETTER 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT TO 
PRESIDENT SUHARTO: (BEGIN TEXT) 

"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

OUR JOINT CONCERN WITH REGIONAL SECURITY IN A FRAMEWORK OF 
WORLD PEACE CAUSES ME TO WRITE TO YOU ON A SUBJECT OF 
GROWING IMPORTANCE TO ALL NATIONS. THE CONTINUING SUCCESS 
OF YOUR EFFORTS TO DEVELOP INDONESIA'S ECONOMY, AN INTEREST 
WHICH I SHARE WITH YOU, DEPENDS IN PART ON THE MAINTENANCE 
OF REGIONAL SECURITY AND EXPANDING WORLD TRADE. WE SHARE 
AN INTEREST, THEREFORE, IN EEFORTS TO REACH INTERNATIONAL 
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ACCORD ON QUESTIONS AFFECTING THESE CONCERNS. 
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AS YOU KNOW, THE THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONEERENCE ON THE LAW 
OE THE SEA WILL BEGIN ITS SUBSTANTIVE SESSION THIS SUMMER. 

BOTH OUR COUNTRIES HAVE A STRONG INTEREST IN A SUCCESS- 
EUL CONFERENCE WHICH SATISEACTORILY RESOLVES OUTSTANDING 
ISSUES IN A WAY ENABLING ALL STATES TO BECOME PARTIES TO 
THE RESULTING TREATY. 

ONE OE THESE ITEMS IS THE "ARCHIPELAGO PRINCIPLE" ADVANCED 
BY YOUR COUNTRY. I UNDERSTAND THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
INTERESTS WHICH UNDERLIE INDONESIAN ADVOCACY OF THIS CON- 
CEPT AND UNDERSTAND YOUR NATION'S STRONG INTEREST IN 
SECURING ITS RECOGNITION. ON THE OTHER HAND, I AM EQUALLY 
SURE YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT MY COUNTRY, AS WELL AS OTHER 
MEMBERS OE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, HAVE A STRONG 
INTEREST IN HE PROTECTION OE NAVIGATION RIGHTS AND THE 
MAINTENANCE OE HIGH SEAS EREEDOMS THAT ARE SO ESSENTIAL 
EOR THE PROTECTION OE THE SECURITY INTERESTS OF ALL NATIONS. 
CONSEQUENTLY, THE WAY THE ARCHIPELAGO QUESTION IS RESOLVED 
IS OE GREAT CONCERN TO ALL OE US. 

I BELIEVE A SATISFACTORY ACCOMMODATION OF ALL OUR INTERESTS 
IS HIGHLY DESIRABLE FOR OUR TWO COUNTRIES AS WELL AS EOR 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. AN APPROPRIATE EORMULA SHOULD 
BE SOUGHT WHICH ADEQUATELY ACCOMMODATES NAVIGATION AND 
OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS ALONG WITH THE INTERESTS OE 
ARCHIPELAGO STATES. SUCH AN ACCOMMODATION COULD SERVE AS 
THE BASIS EOR AGREEMENT AMONG ALL CONCERNED STATES AND 
WOULD BE A POSITIVE STEP, CONTRIBUTING TO THE RESOLUTION 
OE OTHER COMPLEX ISSUES. MOREOVER, I BELIEVE THAT SUCH AN 
ACCOMMODATION COULD ENHANCE OUR TWO COUNTRIES' MUTUAL 
SECURITY. 

BECAUSE OE OUR MUTUAL INTEREST IN AN APPROPRIATE RESOLUTION 
OE THIS ISSUE, I WOULD BE PLEASED TO SEND A SMALL 
DELEGATION TO VISIT JAKARTA TO EXPLORE WITH YOUR REPRE- 
SENTATIVES WAYS IN WHICH THIS ISSUE MIGHT BE RESOLVED 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO OUR MUTUAL SATISEACTION. IF THIS 
PROPOSAL IS AGREEABLE TO YOU, THE U.S. DELEGATION WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO MEET WITH YOUR REPRESENTATIVES AT THE EARLIEST 
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WITH WARM REGARDS. 

SINCERELY, RICHARD NIXON" (END TEXT) 

2. SIGNED ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED. 
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3. IN DELIVERING LETTER, EMBASSY MAY INDICATE THAT, IE 
GOI AGREES TO MEETING, U.S. WOULD PLAN TO SEND SMALL, 

HIGH-LEVEL TEAM LED BY JOHN NORTON MOORE, CHAIRMAN OE NSC 
INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON THE LAW OE THE SEA AND DEPUTY 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OE THE PRESIDENT EOR THE LAW OF 

THE SEA CONEERENCE. EMBASSY SHOULD ENCOURAGE HOLDING 
THE TALKS BEEORE THE END OE EEBRUARY IE AT ALL POSSIBLE. 

4. COMMENT ON EMBASSY SUGGESTIONS WILL BE SENT SEPTEL. KISSINGER 


SECRET 
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